
SCOPING LETTER FOR PROPOSED VISITOR EDUCATION AND MUSEUM/RESEARCH FACILITY 
 

Date 
March 16, 2005 

 
Contacts 
Keith Payne 719.748.3253  

Rick Wilson  
 
United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

FLORISSANT FOSSIL BEDS NM, P.O BOX 185, FLORISSANT, CO 80816  

Dear Interested Party:  

Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument (FLFO) was established to “preserve and interpret…the 

excellently preserved insect and leaf fossils…at the Florissant lakebeds…” This is currently being done 

by providing visitor services and interpretation at the Monument visitor center, maintaining curatorial 

storage at the Monument for its fossil collections, and by promoting research for nationally and 

internationally significant fossil resources. The visitor center, built in 1924 as a private residence, was 

renovated in the 1970’s to serve as a temporary visitor center and administrative facility. The 

museum collection of approximately 7,000 objects and archives is stored in the basement of an A-

frame cabin located ½ mile from the visitor center and is not accessible by the public. The A-frame 

cabin was built in the 1950’s and adapted for use as both the Fowler Environmental Education Center 

and the interim museum/research facility.  

The National Park Service proposes to replace the current farmhouse/visitor center and the Fowler 

Environmental Education Center/curatorial facility with one new permanent structure approximately 

6,000 square feet in size. This concept is consistent with the Monument’s General Management Plan, 

signed in 1985, which proposes the development of a new permanent visitor/administrative facility. 

However, the administrative office portion of that need has recently been addressed by the 

construction of a separate administration building, accomplished as one of seven key steps in the 

Monument’s Hantavirus Mitigation Plan. This latest proposal for a Visitor Education and 

Museum/Research Facility addresses Hantavirus concerns in the current farmhouse/visitor center, 

radon and curatorial storage deficiency problems at the A-frame environmental education 

center/curatorial building, and several other visitor service related and operational issues. 

On a site visit in 2003, the National Park Service’s Intermountain Region’s Occupational Health 

Manager found the level of mouse infestation in the farmhouse unacceptably high. Mice are known to 

carry and transmit Hantavirus which, if contracted by humans, can be life-threatening. Mice that carry 

the Hantavirus are endemic to the area, and Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument is located 

within a zone with known Hantavirus occurrences. An epidemiologist with the State of Colorado’s 

Department of Health and Environment has also recommended that the Monument take immediate 

measures to mitigate for Hantavirus in the office work environment. Their studies have shown that, on 

average, 10% of deer mice carry Hantavirus with year-to-year variations up to 40%. On a daily basis, 



park staff encounters mouse feces and urine deposits on work surfaces such as desktops, food 

counters, worktables, bookshelves and even in desk drawers. Mice are readily observed in the 

evenings, occasionally in the daylight, and have often been found trapped in the office trashcans. Staff 

regularly set mouse traps throughout the administrative and visitor areas in attempt to reduce the 

mouse population. The levels of mouse infestation occurring in office and visitor space environments 

are not easily mitigated due to the lack of a solid foundation beneath the 1924 farmhouse/visitor 

center. The foundation is made of stone rubble loosely mortared, and in some places the flooring is 

laid directly on timbers set on grade. The loose nature of the foundation, coupled with its many cracks 

and openings, makes the exclusion of rodents in the visitor center nearly impossible. Moreover, the 

age and construction of the farmhouse/visitor center makes it impossible to replace the existing 

foundation with a more solid one without severely damaging the aged existing structure.  

The existing farmhouse and A-frame cabin basement (currently in use as the museum storage and 

curatorial workspace) lack fire detection or suppression systems. These deficiencies consistently 

prevent the monument from meeting NPS curatorial standards for museum collections and basic 

visitor/employee health and safety standards. The A-Frame building basement also has radon levels 

high enough to warrant mitigation recommendations from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

The 7,000 museum objects currently stored there are at risk of loss or disintegration due to the lack of 

any climate control and fire detection or suppression systems. The new visitor education and 

museum/research facility will provide approximately 6,000 square feet of office, museum, curatorial, 

and visitor space that will correct all these deficiencies.  

Several alternatives to building a new structure were considered but were deemed unfeasible for a 

variety of reasons such as prohibitive costs or that the alternative presented a risk to the Monument’s 

paleontological resources. In addition to the Hantavirus concerns, both of the current facilities also 

contain a number of structural deficiencies leading to health and safety problems. The farmhouse 

deficiencies include: a lack of a sound foundation, a sagging roof, undersized electrical wiring, 

inadequate climate and humidity controls, no ADA accessibility, flooded crawlspace and subsequent 

mold/mildew, and a lack of fire detection and suppression systems. The A-frame cabin lacks any fire 

detection or suppression system, has no telephone connection, lacks any climate control, and suffers 

from high levels of radon.  

To evaluate the alternatives and determine the environmental consequences, the National Park 

Service will be preparing an environmental assessment. Interim Superintendent Keith Payne would 

like to hear your concerns regarding the proposed plan to establish a permanent visitor education and 

museum/research building in the Monument. The Monument welcomes your questions and comments 

to further public understanding and seeks your input in developing alternatives for resolving these 

management issues as well as corollary issues concerning this proposal’s effects on health and safety, 

water quality, air quality, soils, vegetation, wildlife, paleontological resources, cultural resources, and 

visitor experience. Under the current National Park Service 5-year Line Item Construction Priority List, 

the Monument could receive funding for this proposed visitor facility in 2008.  

Please send your comments to: Superintendent, Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument, P.O. Box 

185, Florissant, CO 80816 or via e-mail to: flfo_superintendent@nps.gov. Please submit your 

comments by April 18, 2005. Please note that the names and addresses of people who comment 



become part of the public record. If you wish us to withhold your name and/or address, you must 

state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. We will make all submissions from 

organizations, businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of 

organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety.  

Thank you,  

 

Keith Payne 

Interim Superintendent  


